
Van Buren County Board of Supervisors  

Keosauqua, IA  

December 27, 2021 – 9:01 AM  

 

The Van Buren County Board of Supervisors met on this date in the board of supervisors’ office 

at the courthouse with supervisors Meek and House present.  Others present at various times 

during the meeting included Ryne Thornburg, Linda Whitten, Dan Tedrow, Bob Waugh, Don 

Pool, Laura Thomas, Rusty Ebert, and Lisa Plecker. 

 

Chairman Meek opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  

  

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the minutes from the regular board meeting held on 

December 13, 2021, and the public hearing held on December 16, 2021, were approved.  Ayes: 2 

 

County sheriff Dan Tedrow inquired about the status of the project to replace the retaining walls 

for the basement of the law enforcement building.  County auditor Lisa Plecker reported that an 

estimate for the project was approved by the board (at the meeting held on November 8, 2021), 

and she believes that Supervisor Alex Richards was aware of the concern Tedrow expressed 

about the bowing gas line. 

 

Tedrow was also present for discussion about increasing the hourly wage for part-time 

dispatcher/jailers.  Following the discussion, on motion by House, seconded by Meek, the part-

time dispatcher/jailer hourly wage was increased from $18.99/hour to $21.00/hour effective 

December 20, 2021, with current part-time employee, Sarah Show, receiving said pay increase.  

Ayes: 2  

 

County treasurer Linda Whitten was present for discussion regarding the number of staff for her 

office.  Whitten proposed to the board that she would like to maintain two fulltime deputies and 

hire one part-time employee to do driver’s license duties for 18 hours/week.  Following the 

discussion, on motion by House, seconded by Meek, the Treasurer was approved to staff two 

fulltime deputies and one part-time driver’s license worker for 18 hours/week.  Ayes: 2    

 

County engineer Ryne Thornburg was present to update the board about secondary roads 

matters.  On motion by Meek, seconded by House, the board approved a contract for calendar 

years 2022 and 2023 with Kirkham Michael for bridge inspection services.  Ayes: 2 

 

It is hereby noted that the 1st reading of Van Buren County Ordinance #2022-1, Ordinance 

Adopting the Voting Precincts for Van Buren County, Iowa, was read in its entirety by chairman 

Meek on this date.  Bob Waugh was present to encourage the board to reconsider the plan to cut 

the number of voting precincts to four since he doesn’t believe that the savings offered by 

reducing the number of machines to be purchased by the county would offset the reduction in 

voter participation in future elections.  Having received oral comments from the city council 

meetings that were attended, from those in attendance at the public hearing held on December 

16, 2021, and from those present at this meeting, it was moved by House, seconded by Meek, 

that the 1st reading of Van Buren County Ordinance #2022-1 be acknowledged and approved.  

Ayes: 2 

 

 

 



 

 

It is hereby noted that the 1st reading of Van Buren County Ordinance #96-2, Amendment #1, An 

Ordinance Adopting Rules for the Construction and Abandonment of Private Water Wells in 

Van Buren County, Iowa, was read in its entirety by chairman Meek on this date.  Hearing no 

comments from the public on the proposed ordinance, it was moved by Meek, seconded by 

House, that this 1st reading of Van Buren County Ordinance #96-2, Amendment #1, be 

acknowledged and approved.  Ayes: 2 

 

Discussion was held regarding a business associate agreement with First Resources Corporation 

which is to ensure that Van Buren County, as required by HIPAA, will appropriately safeguard 

Protected Health Information that might be disclosed during services performed by the County.  

Following the discussion, it was moved by House, seconded by Meek, that the chairman be 

authorized to sign said business associate agreement.  Ayes: 2 

 

Discussion was held regarding whether the entire acreage of the county farm should be kept if 

the care facility was sold at some point in the future. 

 

Deputy auditor Laura Thomas was present for the board to review the new applications for 

homestead, military, and disabled veteran homestead credits.  On motion by House, seconded by 

Meek, the board approved a listing of new and current homestead, military, and disabled veteran 

homestead credits for the 2022-2023 taxes payable year, and the chairman was authorized to 

sign:  

1. A letter to notify an applicant that their application for homestead credit was being 

disallowed due to not meeting the criteria for eligibility as defined in Chapter 425 of the 

Iowa Code, and  

2. Four letters to be sent to request additional information for determining eligibility of the 

parcels to receive homestead credit.        Ayes: 2 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the board approved two requests for rural tax 

abatement, one for Chequest Township and one for Harrisburg Township.  Ayes: 2 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, a letter of resignation from Debra Burrows, part-time 

dispatcher/jailer, effective December 4, 2021, was accepted with regrets.  Ayes: 2 

 

Discussion was held related to the recommended salary increases for the county elected officials 

that were approved by the county compensation board on December 20, 2021.  On motion by 

House seconded by Meek, the board approved decreasing the compensation board’s 

recommendation of an 18% increase for the county sheriff and a 9% increase for the supervisors, 

auditor, treasurer, recorder, and attorney, to a 12% increase for the county sheriff and a 6% 

increase for the remaining officials making the FY2023 salaries as follows: 

 Board of Supervisors - $31,254 ($1,059 additional for chair) 

 Sheriff - $78,146 

 Auditor - $63,579 

 Treasurer - $56,096 

 Recorder - $56,590 

 Attorney - $55,729        Ayes: 2 

 

 



 

 

On motion by House, seconded by Meek, the following payroll/claims/reports were approved: 

Payroll - #32352-32425; Handwritten Claims – #5087-5088 (Secondary Roads - #28204); 

Claims #5089-5130 (Secondary Roads - #28205-28225).  Ayes: 2 

 

Discussion was held regarding Iowa Code 80.45A – Human Trafficking Prevention Training-

Lodging Providers.  Plecker reported that members of the county conservation staff will be 

taking the training. 

 

Board members reported on various committee meetings including 10-15 Transit and SIDCA. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 AM. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Mark Meek, Chair 

             

       Attest:   Lisa Plecker, County Auditor 

________________________________   
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